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Greetings,
We hope you are taking advantage of the
summer and using your vacation days! For
those with kids, fall sports are starting soon
and it's time to start thinking about school
again.
The financial markets have continued to be
relatively flat for the year after a great 2017. It
is important to remember that when investing
in the stock market, nothing is predictable and
years with relatively low performance may
follow years of good performance. That is why
we try to keep our clients well diversified in
many different areas, various size company
stocks and various geographic locations.
Diversification can help to smooth out the
journey.
Lastly, we're pleased to announce that Derek
Vigue just joined us and will be working
closely with Ken to learn the business, and
Alex Guiou will be wrapping up his summer
internship and heading back to St. Joseph's
College.
We hope your last month of summer is a
great one. Enjoy this month's articles!
Ken, Megan, Sharon, Angela, and Alex
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Managing Money When You Marry: Financial Tips
for Newlyweds
Tax Benefits of Homeownership After Tax Reform
I received a large refund on my tax return this year.
Should I adjust my withholding?
What are some strategies for paying off credit card
debt?

As people move through
directive. No one likes to think about death or
different stages of life, there are catastrophic injury, but these documents can
new financial opportunities — and help your loved ones immensely if something
potential pitfalls — around every unexpected should happen to you.
corner. Have you made any of
Your 30s
these mistakes?
1. Being house poor. Whether you're buying
Your 50s and 60s
your first home or trading up, think twice about
1. Raiding your home equity or retirement
buying a house you can't afford, even if the
funds. It goes without saying that doing so will
bank says you can. Build in some wiggle room
prolong your debt and/or reduce your nest egg. for a possible dip in household income that
could result from leaving the workforce to raise
2. Not quantifying your expected retirement
a family or a job change or layoff.
income. As you near retirement, you should
know how much money you (and your spouse,
if applicable) can expect from three sources:
• Your retirement accounts such as 401(k)
plans, 403(b) plans, and IRAs
• Pension income from your employer, if any
• Social Security (at age 62, at your full
retirement age, and at age 70)

2. Not saving for retirement. Maybe your 20s
passed you by in a bit of a blur and retirement
wasn't even on your radar. But now that you're
in your 30s, it's essential to start saving for
retirement. Start now, and you still have 30
years or more to save. Wait much longer, and it
can be very hard to catch up.

3. Not protecting yourself with life and disability
insurance. Life is unpredictable. Consider what
would happen if one day you were unable to
work and earn a paycheck. Life and disability
insurance can help protect you and your family.
4. Living an unhealthy lifestyle. Take steps now Though the cost and availability of life
to improve your diet and fitness level. Not only insurance will depend on several factors
including your health, generally the younger
will you feel better today, but you may reduce
you are when you buy life insurance, the lower
your health-care costs in the future.
your premiums will be.
3. Co-signing loans for adult children.
Co-signing means you're 100% on the hook if
your child can't pay, a less-than-ideal situation
as you're getting ready to retire.

Your 40s

1. Trying to keep up with the Joneses.
Appearances can be deceptive. The nice
lifestyle your friends, neighbors, or colleagues
enjoy might look nice on the outside, but behind
the scenes there may be a lot of debt
supporting that lifestyle. Don't spend money
you don't have trying to keep up with others.

Your 20s
1. Living beyond your means. It's tempting to
splurge on gadgets, entertainment, and travel,
but if you can't pay for most of your wants up
front, then you need to rein in your lifestyle,
especially if you have student loans to repay.

2. Not paying yourself first. Save a portion of
2. Funding college over retirement. In your 40s, every paycheck first and then spend what's left
over, not the other way around. And why not
saving for your children's college costs at the
start saving for retirement, too? Earmark a
expense of your own retirement may be a
portion of your annual pay now for retirement
mistake. If you have limited funds, consider
and your 67-year-old self will thank you.
setting aside a portion for college while
earmarking the majority for retirement. Then sit 3. Being financially illiterate. Learn as much as
down with your teenager and have a frank
you can about saving, budgeting, and investing
discussion about college options that won't
now and you could benefit from it for the rest of
break the bank — for either of you.
your life.
3. Not having a will or an advance medical
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Managing Money When You Marry: Financial Tips for Newlyweds

According to a survey by
the American Psychological
Association, 62% of
Americans are stressed
about money. 1
The cost and availability of
life insurance depend on
factors such as age, health,
and the type and amount of
insurance purchased.

Getting married is an exciting time for a couple.
However, along with this excitement come
many challenges. One such challenge is how to
manage your finances together. The key to
success is to communicate with your partner
and come up with a financial plan that you both
agree on, since the financial decisions you
make now can have a lasting impact on your
finances in the future.

Resolve outstanding credit/debt issues

Prepare a budget

If you and your spouse have separate health
insurance coverage through an employer, you'll
want to do a cost-benefit analysis of each plan
to determine whether you should keep your
health coverage separate. Compare each
plan's deductible, copayment, and benefits as
well as the premium for one family plan against
the cost of two single plans. In addition, if you
and your spouse participate in an
employer-sponsored retirement plan, you
should be aware of each plan's investment
options, matching contributions, and loan
provisions. Review each plan carefully and
determine which one provides the better
benefits. If you can afford to, contribute the
maximum amount possible to your respective
plans.

Having good credit is an important part of any
sound financial plan, so this would be a good
time to identify any potential credit or debt
problems you or your spouse may have and try
to resolve them now rather than later. Order
copies of your credit reports and review them
together. You are entitled to a free copy of your
credit report from each of the three major credit
Map out your financial future together
reporting agencies once every 12 months (visit
annualcreditreport.com for more information).
Your first step should be to discuss your
For the most part, you are not responsible for
common financial goals. Where do you see
yourself next year? What about five years from your spouse's past credit problems, but they
can prevent you from getting credit together as
now? Together, make a list of your short- and
long-term financial goals. Short-term goals are a married couple. Even if you've always had
good credit, you may be turned down for credit
ones that can be achieved in less than five
cards or loans that you apply for together if your
years (e.g., saving for a down payment on a
home or new car). Long-term goals usually take spouse has a bad credit history. As a result, if
more than five years to achieve (e.g., paying off one of you had credit issues, you might
consider keeping your credit separate until your
college loans, saving for retirement). Next,
credit situation improves.
determine which financial goals are most
important to both of you so together you can
Evaluate your employee and retirement
focus your energy on them.
benefits
A budget is an important part of managing your
finances. Knowing exactly how you are
spending your money each month can set you
on a more clear path to pursue your financial
goals. Start by listing your current monthly
income. In addition to your regular salary and
wages, be sure to include other types of
income, such as dividends and interest. Next,
add up all of your expenses. It helps to divide
expenses into two categories: fixed (e.g.,
housing, food, transportation, student loan
payments) and discretionary (e.g.,
entertainment, vacations). Ideally, you should
be spending less than you earn. If not, you
need to review your expenses and look for
ways to cut down on your spending.

Consider combining bank accounts
You'll also need to decide whether you and
your spouse should combine bank accounts or
keep them separate. While maintaining a joint
account does have its advantages (e.g., easier
record keeping and lower maintenance fees), it
is sometimes difficult to keep track of the flow of
money when two individuals have access to a
single account. Fortunately, online banking
makes it easier to know exactly what is in your
account at all times. If you choose to keep
separate accounts, you might consider opening
a joint checking account to pay for common
household expenses.

Assess your life and disability
insurance needs
While the need for life and disability insurance
may not have seemed necessary when you
were both single, as a married couple you may
find that you are financially dependent on each
other. Having life and disability plans in place
will help ensure that your financial needs will be
taken care of if either of you dies or becomes
disabled. If you already have insurance, you
should reevaluate the adequacy of your
coverage and update your beneficiary
designations.
1

"Stress in America," American Psychological
Association, 2017
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Tax Benefits of Homeownership After Tax Reform
Buying a home can be a major expenditure.
Fortunately, federal tax benefits are still
available, even after recent tax reform
legislation, to help make homeownership more
affordable. There may also be tax benefits
under state law.

Mortgage interest deduction

Recent tax reform legislation
may have reduced the tax
benefits of homeownership
for some by (1) substantially
increasing the standard
deduction, (2) lowering the
amount of mortgage debt on
which interest is deductible,
and (3) limiting the amount
of state and local taxes that
can be deducted. On the
other hand, the tax benefits
of homeownership may have
increased for some because
the overall limit on itemized
deductions based on
adjusted gross income has
been suspended. You
generally can choose
between claiming the
standard deduction or
itemizing certain deductions
(including the deductions
for mortgage interest and
state and local taxes). These
changes are generally
effective for 2018 to 2025.

One of the most important tax benefits of
owning a home is that you may be able to
deduct the mortgage interest you pay. If you
itemize deductions on your federal income tax
return, you can deduct the interest on a loan
secured by your home and used to buy, build,
or substantially improve your home. For loans
incurred before December 16, 2017, up to $1
million of such "home acquisition debt"
($500,000 if married filing separately) qualifies
for the interest deduction. For loans incurred
after December 15, 2017, the limit is $750,000
($375,000 if married filing separately).

over the life of the loan. In other words, you can
deduct a certain portion of the points each year.
If the loan is used to make improvements to
your principal residence, however, you may be
able to deduct the points in full in the year paid.
Otherwise, closing costs are nondeductible. But
they can increase the tax basis of your home,
which in turn can lower your taxable gain when
you sell the property.

Home improvements
Home improvements (unless medically
required) are nondeductible. Improvements,
though, can increase the tax basis of your
home, which in turn can lower your taxable gain
when you sell the property.

Capital gain exclusion

If you sell your principal residence at a loss,
you can't deduct the loss on your tax return. If
you sell your principal residence at a gain, you
This interest deduction is also still available for may be able to exclude some or all of the gain
home equity loans or lines of credit used to buy, from federal income tax.
build, or substantially improve your home. [Prior Capital gain (or loss) on the sale of your
to 2018, a separate deduction was available for principal residence equals the sale price of your
interest on home equity loans or lines of credit home minus your adjusted basis in the
of up to $100,000 ($50,000 if married filing
property. Your adjusted basis is typically the
separately) used for any other purpose.]
cost of the property (i.e., what you paid for it
Deduction for real estate property taxes initially) plus amounts paid for capital
improvements.
If you itemize deductions on your federal
If you meet all requirements, you can exclude
income tax return, you can generally deduct
from federal income tax up to $250,000
real estate taxes you pay on property that you
($500,000 if you're married and file a joint
own. However, for 2018 to 2025, you can
return) of any capital gain that results from the
deduct a total of only $10,000 ($5,000 if
married filing separately) of your state and local sale of your principal residence. Anything over
those limits may be subject to tax (at favorable
taxes each year (including income taxes and
real estate taxes). For alternative minimum tax long-term capital gains tax rates). In general,
purposes, however, no deduction is allowed for this exclusion can be used only once every two
state and local taxes, including property taxes. years. To qualify for the exclusion, you must
have owned and used the home as your
Points and closing costs
principal residence for a total of two out of the
five years before the sale.
When you take out a loan to buy a home, or
when you refinance an existing loan on your
What if you fail to meet the two-out-of-five-year
home, you'll probably be charged closing costs. rule or you used the capital gain exclusion
These may include points, as well as attorney's within the past two years with respect to a
fees, recording fees, title search fees, appraisal different principal residence? You may still be
fees, and loan or document preparation and
able to exclude part of your gain if your home
processing fees. Points are typically charged to sale was due to a change in place of
reduce the interest rate for the loan.
employment, health reasons, or certain other
unforeseen circumstances. In such a case,
When you buy your main home, you may be
able to deduct points in full in the year you pay exclusion of the gain may be prorated.
them if you itemize deductions and meet certain Other considerations
requirements. You may even be able to deduct
It's important to note that special rules apply in
points that the seller pays for you.
a number of circumstances, including situations
Refinanced loans are treated differently.
in which you maintain a home office for tax
Generally, points that you pay on a refinanced purposes or otherwise use your home for
loan are not deductible in full in the year you
business or rental purposes.
pay them. Instead, they're deducted ratably
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I received a large refund on my tax return this year.
Should I adjust my withholding?
You must have been
pleasantly surprised to find out
you'd be getting a refund from
the IRS — especially if it was a
large sum. And while you may have considered
this type of windfall a stroke of good fortune, is
it really?

It's generally a good idea to check your
withholding periodically. This is particularly
important when something changes in your life;
for example, if you get married, divorced, or
have a child; you or your spouse change jobs;
or your financial situation changes significantly.

Furthermore, the implementation of the new tax
law at the beginning of 2018 means your
withholding could be off more than it might be in
a typical year. Employers withhold taxes from
paychecks based on W-4 information and IRS
withholding tables. The IRS released 2018
calculation tables reflecting the new rates and
rules earlier this year. Even so, the old W-4 and
worksheet you previously gave to your
Because you received a large refund on your
tax return this year, you may want to reevaluate employer reflect deductions and credits that
have changed or been eliminated under the
your federal income tax withholding. That way
you could end up taking home more of your pay new tax law.
and putting it to good use.
The IRS has revised a useful online withholding
calculator that can help you determine the
When determining the correct withholding
appropriate amount of withholding. You still
amount, your objective is to have just enough
need to complete and submit a new W-4 to
withheld to prevent you from having to owe a
large amount of money or scramble for cash at your employer to make any adjustments. Visit
irs.gov for more information.
tax time next year, or from owing a penalty for
The IRS issued over 112 million federal income
tax refunds, averaging $2,895, for tax year
2016.1 You probably wouldn't pay someone
$240 each month in order to receive $2,900
back, without interest, at the end of a year. But
that's essentially what a tax refund is — a
short-term loan to the government.

having too little withheld.

1

Internal Revenue Service, 2018

What are some strategies for paying off credit card
debt?
Nowadays, it's easier than
ever to get caught up in the
cycle of credit card debt. In
fact, it's become a growing
problem for many Americans. According to the
Federal Reserve, total U.S. credit card
payments reached 111.1 billion in 2016, up
7.4% from 2015.1

interest for 12 months). Transferring your credit
card balance to a card with a lower interest rate
can enable you to reduce interest fees and pay
more against your existing balance. Most
balance transfer offers charge a fee (usually a
percentage of the balance transferred), so be
sure to do the calculations to make sure it's
cost-effective before you apply.

If you find that you are struggling to pay down a
credit card debt balance, here are some
strategies that can help eliminate your credit
card debt altogether:

Pay more than the minimum. If you only pay
the minimum payment due on a credit card,
you'll continue to carry the bulk of your balance
forward without reducing your overall balance.
As a result, try to make payments that exceed
the minimum amount due. For more detailed
information on the impact that making just the
minimum payment will have on your overall
balance, you can refer to your monthly
statement.

Pay off cards with the highest interest rate
first. If you have more than one card that
carries an outstanding balance, prioritize your
payments according to their interest rates.
Send as large a payment as you can to the
card with the highest interest rate and continue
making payments on the other cards until the
card with the highest interest rate is paid off.
You can then focus your repayment efforts on
the card with the next highest interest rate, and
so on, until they're all paid off.
Apply for a balance transfer with another
card. Many credit card companies offer highly
competitive balance transfer offers (e.g., 0%

Look for available funds to make a
lump-sum payment. Are you expecting an
employment bonus or other financial windfall in
the near future? If so, consider using those
funds to make a lump-sum payment to
eliminate or pay down your credit card balance.
1

Federal Reserve, 2017
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